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WHAT IS #EDCHAT? 

#Edchat is a hashtag, a movement—it is a weekly organized Twitter discussion of 
educators and people interested in education that meet virtually from all over the 
world. #Edchat serves as a conversation thread on Twitter and is also used for orga-
nized weekly discussions.

•	 Cybrary Man’s #Edchat page by #Edchat team member Jerry Blumengarten 

• 	What is #Edchat? by #Edchat co-founder Shelly Terrell

•	 #Edchat Revisited by #Edchat co-founder Tom Whitby 

HOW DID #EDCHAT START?

#Edchat started with a simple question: How can educators keep up with education-
related discussions on Twitter? Seasoned education professionals Shelly Terrell, Tom 
Whitby and Steven Anderson founded #Edchat on July 30, 2009 and began weekly 
organized Twitter chats in which each participant uses the hashtag #Edchat to follow 
the discussion. Every Monday participants vote on the discussion topics. The highest 
vote is the main chat topic, and the second highest vote is the noon topic. 

• 	A Brief History of #Edchat by #Edchat co-founder Steven Anderson

•	 #Edchat: Join the Conversation by #Edchat co-founder Shelly Terrell

WHEN IS #EDCHAT?

Moderated #Edchat discussions happen every Tuesday at 7p.m. EDT. There is also 
a 12p.m. EDT chat for people that cannot attend the afternoon chat and for interna-
tional participants. The hashtag is also used throughout the week to alert others about 
education-related topics, articles and resources.

• 	Complete #Edchat Archives by #Edchat archivist Jerry Swiatek 

•	 #Edchat Radio by #Edchat co-founder Tom Whitby, #Edchat team and #Edchat 
participants

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE IN #EDCHAT?

Anyone can participate in #Edchat by using the hashtag #Edchat in each tweet. 
There are over 250 education-related Twitter discussions that also happen weekly and 
are more focused on one particular topic, such as social studies teacher chat (#sschat) 
or new teachers chat (#NTchat). 

• 	Official Weekly Education Twitter Chats List compiled by @thomascmurray,  
@cevans5095 and @cybraryman1

• 	Some More Twitter Chats Worth Checking Out by #Edchat co-founder Steven 
Anderson
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WHO MODERATES, PLANS & 
ARCHIVES #EDCHAT? 

The #Edchat team consists of:  
Steven Anderson  
Shelly Terrell 
Tom Whitby  
Kyle Pace  
Jerry Blumengarten  
Nancy Blair  
Mark Weston  
William Chamberlain  
Jerry Swiatek  
Steve Johnson 

(If we missed you, please let  
us know @USCTeacher.)

USE THE  
PROVIDED LINKS 
FOR FURTHER  
#EDCHAT  
EXPLORATION.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=ZuIxpz6UklE
http://www.cybraryman.com/edchat.html
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
http://shellyterrell.com/2009/07/30/what-is-edchat/
https://twitter.com/shellterrell
http://tomwhitby.wordpress.com/2010/06/23/edchat-revisited/
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://twitter.com/shellterrell
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/219908/FrontPage
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2012/03/brief-history-of-edchat.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://shellyterrell.com/2009/08/18/edchat-join-the-conversation/
https://twitter.com/shellterrell
http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/219917/SideBar
https://twitter.com/jswiatek
https://player.fm/series/edchat-radio
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AiftIdjCeWSXdDRLRzNsVktUUGJpRWJhdUlWLS1Genc#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/ccc?key=0AiftIdjCeWSXdDRLRzNsVktUUGJpRWJhdUlWLS1Genc#gid=0
https://twitter.com/thomascmurray
https://twitter.com/cevans5095
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2012/04/some-more-twitter-chats-worth-checking.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/219908/FrontPage
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
https://twitter.com/shellterrell
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://twitter.com/kylepace
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
https://twitter.com/blairteach
https://twitter.com/ShiftParadigm
https://twitter.com/wmchamberlain
https://twitter.com/jswiatek
https://twitter.com/@EdtechSteve
https://twitter.com/uscteacher
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HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE IN #EDCHAT?

	 SEARCH #EDCHAT ON TWITTER.

	 JUMP INTO A CONVERSATION OR JOIN IN ON ONE OF  
	 THE ORGANIZED #EDCHAT DISCUSSIONS ON TUESDAYS.

New to Twitter or Twitter chats? If so, it’s important to read about #Edchat, look over 
the #Edchat archives and listen to #Edchat Radio first. Then, try the new teachers to 
Twitter chat (#Nt2t) on Saturdays 8–9a.m. CDT to practice participating in a Twitter 
chat. You can also find a Twitter mentor to help you out or participate with a friend or 
fellow teacher! Set up a time when you can both join in on a Twitter chat to practice 
together. 

WHAT CAN #EDCHAT DO FOR YOU?

• 	Why Twitter Chats Matter by #Edchat co-founder Steven Anderson

• 	How Does #Edchat Connect Educators? by #Edchat co-founder Tom Whitby on 
SmartBrief Education

• 	New Teacher Chat by Lisa Dabbs

• 	 Twitter for Professional Development by Dianne Krause

• 	Can Twitter Replace Traditional Professional Development? by The Hechinger 
Report 

• 	 Twitter-Supported Personal Learning Network to Individualize Professional 
Development  by Dr. Will Deyamport

• 	 Professional Development, on Your Time, Your Way by #Edchat co-founder 
Steven Anderson

• 	 Twitter: The Best Professional Development Tool for Teachers by Edudemic

• 	Social Media’s Impact on Professional Development by USC Rossier Online’s 
Sarah Fudin

• 	 Idea Paths: Wonderful #Edchat Example by Maureen Devlin

WHAT CAN TWITTER & #EDCHAT DO FOR  
YOUR STUDENTS?

• 	7 Things I Learned from Teaching with Twitter by Natascha Chtena  
on Inside Higher Ed

• 	35 Interesting Ways to Use Twitter in the Classroom 

• 	 Twitter: Empowering Student Voices by Teach.com’s Michelle Manno

• 	 Twitter in Schools: A Guide to Getting Started by #Edchat co-founder  
Steven Anderson

• 	5 Teachers Using Twitter in their Classrooms Around the World by  
USC Rossier Online’s Stephanie Echeveste

• 	Why (And How) Teachers and Students Should Backchannel by Edudemic

• 	 Twitter in the Classroom: Engage Your Screenagers in 140 Characters  
or Less - ISTE 2014 by Nick LaFave

• 	 Tweeting Down the Classroom Walls by EdSurge

• 	Building Communities in the Classroom by Edutopia

• 	Do It From the Classroom by Paula White

• 	Social Networking Goes to Schools by Education Week’s Digital Directions

PRO TIPS 

Use a service like TweetDeck to fol-
low the discussion. You can set up 
different columns for each hashtag 
and choose when to jump into a 
conversation. 

Don’t try to follow each tweet, but 
engage with people when you find 
something particularly interesting. 

Share with your network. #Edchat is 
all about collaboration — take back 
what you have learned to your col-
leagues and your classroom.

Watch videos, read articles and ask 
the experts:

#Edchat Tips by #Edchat

#Edchat Why & How by #Edchat 
co-founder Tom Whitby 

Tweetdeck & Hashtag Guide by 
#Edchat team member Jerry Blumen-
garten  

Summer Learning Series: Twitter 
Chats for Learning by #Edchat co-
founder Steven Anderson

Hashtags, Twitter Chats and Tweet-
Deck for Education by Sue Waters

My First #Edchat by Michael Graffin

https://twitter.com/hashtag/edchat?f=realtime
http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/219917/SideBar
https://player.fm/series/edchat-radio
http://twitter4teachers.pbworks.com/w/page/22554591/Twitter%20Mentors
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2014/05/why-twitter-chats-matter.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://smartblogs.com/education/2012/08/06/how-edchat-connect-educators-2/
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://twitter.com/sbeducation
http://www.teachingwithsoul.com/ntchat
https://twitter.com/teachingwthsoul
http://educationismylife.com/twitter-for-professional-development/
https://twitter.com/diannekrause
http://hechingered.org/content/can-twitter-replace-traditional-professional-development_5315/
https://twitter.com/hechingerreport
https://twitter.com/hechingerreport
https://www.academia.edu/3487639/An_Implementation_of_a_Twitter-supported_Personal_Learning_Network_to_Individualize_Teacher_Professional_Development
https://www.academia.edu/3487639/An_Implementation_of_a_Twitter-supported_Personal_Learning_Network_to_Individualize_Teacher_Professional_Development
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2013/04/professional-development-on-your-time.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://www.edudemic.com/twitter-best-professional-development-tool-teachers/
https://twitter.com/edudemic
http://shellyterrell.com/2011/08/25/edchat-summary-social-medias-impact-on-professional-development-for-educators-by-uscteacher/
https://twitter.com/uscteacher
http://teachwellnow.blogspot.com/2013/07/idea-paths-wonderful-edchat-example.html
https://twitter.com/lookforsun
http://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/gradhacker/7-things-i-learned-teaching-twitter#sthash.EvtweOYS.dpbs
https://twitter.com/nataschachtena
https://twitter.com/insidehighered
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Kv-Z9SXIDuw0mmpPhFOqmAtFEdKuwF5XxqGrjUfY5vA/present#slide=id.i0
http://teach.com/education-technology/twitter-empowering-students
https://twitter.com/Teachdotcom
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2011/06/twitter-in-schools-getting-started.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://blogs.atomiclearning.com/5-teachers-using-twitter-chats-their-classrooms-around-world-guest-blog-post
https://twitter.com/uscteacher
http://www.edudemic.com/teachers-and-students-should-backchannel/
https://twitter.com/edudemic
http://www.edtechpicks.org/2014/06/twitter.html
http://www.edtechpicks.org/2014/06/twitter.html
https://twitter.com/NFLaFave
https://www.edsurge.com/guide/connected-educator-october
https://twitter.com/edsurge
http://www.edutopia.org/edchat-cheska-lorena-communities-classroom
https://twitter.com/Edutopia
http://coopcatalyst.wordpress.com/2010/05/03/fromtheclassroom/
https://twitter.com/paulawhite
http://www.edweek.com/dd/articles/2010/06/16/03networking.h03.html
https://twitter.com/EdWeekEdTech
https://about.twitter.com/products/tweetdeck
http://edchat.pbworks.com/w/page/40546805/Tips
http://tomwhitby.wordpress.com/2013/05/08/edchat-why-how/
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
http://cybraryman.com/tweetdeck.html
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2013/07/summer-learning-series-twitter-chats.html
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2013/07/summer-learning-series-twitter-chats.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://theedublogger.com/2014/06/25/twitter-chats/
http://theedublogger.com/2014/06/25/twitter-chats/
https://twitter.com/suewaters
http://areliefteachersjourney.blogspot.com/2011/01/my-first-edchat-twitter.html
https://twitter.com/mgraffin
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WHAT CAN #EDCHAT DO FOR EDUCATION?

• 	 The A-Z Dictionary of Educational Twitter Hashtags by Edudemic

• 	Board the Bullet Train: The Culture of Connection by #Edchat  
co-founder Tom Whitby on EdSurge

•	 #Edchat: How Twitter and Social Media are Changing Education  
Reform by Teacher Tube

• 	 Flipping...It’s Not Just for the Classroom by #Edchat co-founder  
Steven Anderson

• 	 It’s Not About the Technology, It’s About the Experiences by #Edchat  
co-founder Shelly Terrell on EdSurge

• 	 Thinking About Redefining Professional Development by #Edchat  
co-founder Steven Anderson

• 	You Know You’re a Connected Educator When…  by EdSurge

• 	So… You Are Connected, Now What? by #Edchat co-founder Steven  
Anderson

• 	Can We Use Personal Learning Networks to Create Real Reform? by Edutopia

• 	How Twitter Tore Down My District’s Walls by Pam Moran on EdSurge

• 	One Hashtag Helps Educators Change Their Schools in Center for  
Digital Education

MORE ON TWITTER & TWITTER CHATS

• 	 The Remarkable Power of Twitter: A Water Cooler for the 21st Century  
by Huffington Post writer Jeff Goldstein 

• 	Chats: What Are They and Why Do We Need Them? by #Edchat  
co-founder Tom Whitby 

• 	 Twitter 101 and Twitter 102 by Josh Stumpenhorst

• 	 Twitter for Beginners by Kitty Tripp

• 	 Twitter Resources by #Edchat team member Jerry Blumengarten  

• 	Connect to the World Through Twitter by #Edchat co-founder  
Shelly Terrell

• 	 Twitter for Teachers by USC Rossier School of Education

• 	A Beginner’s Guide to Twitter for Teachers by Creative Education

• 	How to Be a Twitter Chat Champion by Heidi Cohen

• 	How Twitter Can Help with Professional Development video

• 	Cure What Ails You: A Dose of Twitter for Every Day by Kathy Schrock

• 	Wikispace Twitter Page by TechTools4Teaching

http://www.edudemic.com/twitter-hashtag-dictionary/
https://twitter.com/edudemic
https://www.edsurge.com/n/2013-09-27-board-the-bullet-train-the-culture-of-connection
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
https://twitter.com/edsurge
http://blog.teachertube.com/teachertube/edchat-twitter-social-media-changing-education-reform/
http://blog.teachertube.com/teachertube/edchat-twitter-social-media-changing-education-reform/
https://twitter.com/teachertube
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2012/07/flippingits-not-just-for-classroom.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
https://www.edsurge.com/n/2014-01-06-shelly-terrell-it-s-not-about-the-technology-it-s-about-the-experiences
https://twitter.com/shellterrell
https://twitter.com/edsurge
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2014/05/thinking-about-redefining-professional.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
https://www.edsurge.com/n/2013-09-26-you-know-you-re-a-connected-educator-when
https://twitter.com/edsurge
http://blog.web20classroom.org/2013/11/soyou-are-connected-now-what.html
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
https://twitter.com/web20classroom
http://www.edutopia.org/betty-ray-edchat-using-pln-reform
https://twitter.com/Edutopia
https://www.edsurge.com/n/2013-09-30-how-twitter-tore-down-my-district-s-walls
https://twitter.com/pammoran
https://twitter.com/edsurge
http://www.centerdigitaled.com/edtech/One-Hashtag-Helps-Educators-Change-Their-Schools.html
https://twitter.com/centerdigitaled
https://twitter.com/centerdigitaled
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jeff-goldstein/the-remarkable-power-of-t_b_570607.html
https://twitter.com/doctorjeff
http://tomwhitby.wordpress.com/2013/10/14/chats-what-are-they-and-why-do-we-need-them/
https://twitter.com/tomwhitby
http://stumpteacher.blogspot.com/2010/11/do-something-twitter-101.html
http://stumpteacher.blogspot.com/2011/01/twitter-102.html
https://twitter.com/stumpteacher
http://www.kittytripp.com/
https://twitter.com/Kitty_Tripp
http://cybraryman.com/twitter.html
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
http://shellyterrell.com/2010/09/28/connect-to-the-world-through-twitter-presentation/
https://twitter.com/shellterrell
http://rossieronline.usc.edu/twitter-for-teachers/
http://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/blog/index.php/2010/12/twitter-for-teachers-a-guide-for-beginners/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Twitter&utm_campaign=Twitter&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Twitter&utm_campaign=GuestPost
http://heidicohen.com/twitter-chat-guide/
https://twitter.com/heidicohen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3tT6N_8wcn4
http://www.schrockguide.net/twitter-for-teachers.html
https://twitter.com/kathyschrock
http://techtools4teaching.wikispaces.com/Twitter
http://techtools4teaching.wikispaces.com/

